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Southern Water said “

London and surrounding counties
ummer unless
the amount of rain increases signifi-
cantly in the next three months, the
Environment Agency warned.
Groundwater and reservoir lev-
els are well below normal after two
consecutive winters of

low rainfall” prompted its deci

to ask the Environment Agency for

permission to pump water from Kent

rivers to top up Bewl Water reservoir,
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Despite recent downpours, parts of the
UK are being warned to expect water
shortages this summer. By Tom

ENT

ged
Spanish red {
Save £72

Now beticiren WALF PRICE
Oty (40 o pluntrem delvury

low rainfall.
reptionally

toseep dowe ot

Craching up: Soustherny
inter's Welr Wood
resery A

S +Acpmaon.

Brustingyourteeen

toseripe
S
Sepe o

centiat
busines e sud s
e

ol courses.
raning pavernants 11
car washes

0 S yellow
2. Pulica el letitmellon: s brown
swmming poc ey Rsh 7 dowr
beordered toshus domr.
Wille curts could oe puton  Showering
2 Firaly. peoplecoule weter than baths arxt Ins fewextra shirts
bemdtousewaterorly e
at et times or toshare thatwater sses enerzy. Ortbing

taestreet ratterchan
g hetsehale suplies

107
et inrecensdecades

Whatheuseholds can o

scutone tird e that Ané  tap waterts amons
Serted howerhescE Whle 1L e worid Syt

lessplesssntouse can
hercnwaieruscly  Cosling
reducing liow Tryca Al yesrkerde witn

oy whatis neeced.co sive

ion

Claim’s
drought
| of order

A WATER c

claims it is hea'llng
towarvls a drought as
its customers face
flo erts.

Southern Water said
“exceptionally low
rainfall” since 2016 led
it to ask for a drought
permit from the
Environment Agency.

It will allow them to
pump water from Kent
rivers to top up Bewl
Water reservoir.

Five flocd alerts are
already in force in
Kent.

Southern Water said:
“Bew] currently holds
less than 43% of its
maximum 31 billion
litres capacity.”
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{osepipe ban looms for rain-lashed Britain|
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DESPITE torrential rain lashing
Britain during Storm Eleanor, water
company chiefs say they must take
action now in a bid to prevent a
hosepipe ban this summer.

Southern Water has applied for a
drought penmit to pump river water into
a reservoir which serves hundreds of
thousands of people.

Bosses have desaibed tt

to reduce risk of &
a hosepipe ban

needing to introduce temporary
on peoples water use over
the coming surnmer.

levels as“exceptionally low" for the time

ofyear. It currently holdsless than half  “We are applying for the permit now

ofits 31,000 million litre capacity. because taking water in winter is less
A spokesman said: “We need to take likely to have any environmental impact,

action to safeguard suEpl)es for commpared to the summer”
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Summer drought warning for
south-east after dry autumn

Damian Carrington
Environment editor

A year of dry weather, only slight allevi-
ated by recent storms, has left much of
the south-east England facing drought
this summer.

Groundwater and some reservoir levels
are well below normal, officials warned
yesterday. Stuart Sampson, water man-
ager at the Environment Agency (EA),
said: “Despite the recent wet weather at
the end of December, we had a dry end
to the autumn with rainfall much lower
thanaverageinthe south-eastofEngland.

“Above-average rainfall is now needed
over the winter months to replenish
groundwater supplies for 2018.”

There was 25% less rain than normal
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As ever, it's the
weather that rule}:
the British plot

last winter, and the south-east had adry

FEARS of summer hosepipe.

autumn, with 63% less rain than usual in
Octoberand 34% less in November.

This has leftalmost half of groundwater
monitoringsitesacrossthesouthand east
of England “exceptionally” or “notably™
low. The companies facing the great-
est risk of drought are: Southern Water,
Affinity Water, and Sutton and East Sur-
rey Water.

Southern Water has applied for a
drought permit to allow it to take more
water than normal from the River Medway
in Kent to refill the Bewl Water reservoir,
on the Kent-East Sussex border, which is
only 44% full, far below the 75% that is
usual at this time of year.

Alison Hoyle, of Southern Water, said:
“Itisvital that wecan put more water into
it and we would like to see it reach levels
of 75% before the end of March”

Drenched UK
‘might still see
a hosepipe ban’

By John Ingham
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RAIN, FLOODS
- NOW THE DROUGHT

Water chiefg g Es=======

Eleanor unleashed a months worth of
rain in just 24 howss.
Therewereflood
country. This was on the back of floods

caused by other severe starms.
Southem Water covers South East

England which had a wet sunmer but

an unusually dry October and

November. Bosses have asked the
Environment Agency for clearance to
draw water from the River Medway and
River Teiseto boostlevels at Bewd Water
reservoir near Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

The reservoir serves people across
Kent and Bast Sussex.

Chiefs say both counties are “water
stressed”, adding that Kent has had two
“exceptionally dry winters”.

Southemn Water's second biggest
reservoir, Darwell is also suffering,

Is levels are at just 62% of its 4,730
million litre capadlty.

The company has applied for
permission to pump water from the
rivers up until March 31,
oule smith@mirror.couk
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Hosepipe ban risk despite rain
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